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Monday, February 13, 2006, 7:30 pm, Unitarian Universalist Congregation
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With over 20,000 members, the North Carolina Chapter of the Sierra Club is a large organization. The Cypress Group is only
one of thirteen local groups active in the state. The club also has an office in Raleigh with a five-member professional staff.

Elizabeth Self and Beau Memory, two members of the Chapter's staff, will be our guest speakers at the February meeting.They
will provide Cypress Groups members with an opportunity to learn more about what the Sierra Club is doing in other regions of
the state. We will get to meet these enthusiastic people and to hear about some of the issues that they are working on,
including legislation that may be considered during the 2006 short session of the NC legislature. We will gain a better
understanding of how the club works to educate policy makers about conservation issues and how members can become
involved in helping our state representatives know that public support exists for these issues. Elizabeth and Beau will be

available at the end of the meeting for questions.

January Meeting Focused on Renewable Energy
by Ginny Kloepfer

At our January meeting, Jeff Brooks, Market Director of NC GreenPower, spoke to some 50 Cypress
Group members about how individuals can help to push our local utility companies into acquiring a
portion of their power from renewable sources of energy.

Jeff stated that currently about 60 percent of North Carolina's electricity production comes from coal-
powered plants. Coal-fired plants produce pollutants that can increase smog, acid rain and mercury
pollution. The significant release of CO2 from fossil fuel combustion alse may increase the potential
for global warming.

Acquiring energy from renewable sources — including solar, wind, and organic matter — will help
improve air quality. Sources for renewable energy can be easily developed locally and can be
constantly replenished. Developing renewable energy sources helps to reduce North Carolina's
dependence on fuel sources from other states and countries.

NC GreenPower is a statewide, non-profit program designed to gromcte development of renewable
energy sources through voluntary confributions from any Morth Carolina resident. NC residents can
contribute to NC GreenPower's rc-eram for at little as $4 per month. Every $4 contributed will fund
the addition of one block of 100 kilowatt-hours of renewable energy to MNorth Carolina's power
supply. While your tax-deductible contribution may not send green power directly to your home, NC
GreenPower will undertake adding renewable sources to the power supply that will benefit all North e GreenPower's Jeff Brooks
Carolinians.

If this is a program that interests you, visit www.ncgreenpower.org or call (866) 533-NCGP for additional information or to sign up for their
program.

Directions to Unitarian Universalist Congregation: If you are approaching Greenville from the south on NC-43, cross Firstower Road (Bell's Fork
Shopping Center), proceed approximately one mile. Turn left onto Oakmont Drive immediately after you pass the Kangaroo Express service station on
vour left, Look for the U-U Church on your nght.

All programs and activities of the Cypress Group are open to the public. You do not have to be a member to attend.




FROM THE CHAIR: Look at Cypress Group's Web Site

by Bill Kloepfer

Recently, considerable improvements have been made to the Cypress Group's web
site. The web site now has the latest information about upcoming outings and
programs in addition to the most recent issues of Cypress News. If you are thinking
of going on an outing but can't locate the last newsletter for details, just visit our
web site. The web site can be found at http://nc-sierraclub.org/cypress. Take a look
at it and send us your comments.

The web site is also a way for Cypress Group leaders to provide the latest
information about conservation issues that affect our area. We recently used the
web site to provide the latest information about the Environmental Impact Study
for the Navy's proposed Sonar Training Range. Providing timely information on the
web page is only effective if people know that new information has been posted.
The Cypress Group has a listserv that is used to send e-mail alerts to members
when new information on an important conservation issue has been posted. If you
would like to be included on this list, send a message to me at
kloepfer@greenvillenc.com.

I would like to thank our new web site editor, Bill All, for the terrific work he has
put into making our web page dynamic and timely. Bill's efforts have greatly
improved the Cypress Group's communication abilities.

Navy Outlying Landing Field Update
by Ernie Marshall

The U. S. Navy is apparently complying with the 4th Circuit Count of Appeal's decision that a new
Environmental Impact Statement must be done. That's the good news. The new EIS should take at least a
year and a half to complete.

The bad news is that the Navy is as determined as ever to have its OLF, and to have it next to the Pocosin
Lakes National Wildlife Refuge in Washington County. They have conceded to "looking at other sites" by
reconsidering five of the seven sites that were originally selected for consideration, with Washington
County apparently still the top contender. In other words, Open Grounds Farms, Fort Picket, and other
favorable sites are not part of the reconsideration. Neither are the Carteret, Craven, and Jones County
sites--located in counties that apparently want the OLF.

One small victory for OLF oppeonents occurred recently when a Navy pilot aborted his demonstration
flyover in Washington County due to the volume of large birds flying near his flight path. In spite of this
incident, the Navy has continued to execute a series of demonstration flyovers in recent weeks. The
purpose of these flights is to help “sell" the residents near the proposed landing field on the idea that the
landing field would make a good neighbor.

Is that possible??



MNOTE: In arder to parficipate a Siera Club cuting, you will need o sign a liability wabver. If you would fike fo read
o copy of the wdiver prior fo the ou!.'r}g. one is available af @ Attpdwww sleraciuboorgfautings/chapter fforms)
or call the Ouf Chair, Az courfesy fo the iip leoders ond due fo limited space ond resowces on same frips,
please register with the frip leoder prior fo going on any frips.
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Other North Carolina Sierra Outings:

D ! !II N G S http://nc.sierraclub.org/outings/index. html|

Saturday and Sunday, February 4-5, 2006 — Quter Banks Weekend . \We will spend the weekend birding and hiking Pea Island NWR, Bodie Island
lighthouse trails, and other natural areas on the Outer Banks. Pea Island covers 5,900 acres of beach, barrier dunes, salt marshes, and fresh and brackish
water ponds, and provides ideal habitat for wintering waterfowl. Leaming opportunities are endless while exploring this fragile barrier island habitat. We will stay
in a hotel in Mags Head and dine in local restaurants. Call Ernie Marshall at (252) 758-0077 to register and for additional information.

Saturday, February 11, 2006 — Pocosin Lakes NWR Wildlife Trip. Pocosin Lakes NWR is made up of 111,000 acres in Hyde, Tyrrell and Washington
counties. The refuge includes parts of three lakes--Phelps Lake, Pungo Lake and New Lake. In the fall, migrating waterfowl are attracted to these lakes and
thousands of tundra swans, snow gease and various duck species can be viewed here. This is an area without roads or developed visitation areas and public
access is difficult. Join Naturalist Wendy Stanton on a tour of Pocosin Lakes NWR and learn the importance this area has in maintaining a winter home for
many bird species. For additional information and to register, call Emie Marshall at (252) 758-0077.

Wednesday and Thursday, February 15 & 16, 2006 — Goose Creek SP Service Project . Funding for a new trail at Goose Creek State Park has been
granted and the Cypress Group has been asked to voluntesr assistance in its construction. If you can help, come either Wednesday or Thursday or both.
Although the park has some tools, bring a grass rake or loppars. Help in the moming only or bring a lunch and continua until 3:00 p.m. Meat in the JCPennay
parking lot off Charles Boulevard in
Greenville at 815 am. or at the park

headquarters at S:00 a.m. Pre-registration is VO'U n'I'eer PrOf"e

appreciated, but not required. Contact Herb
Carlton at (252) 756-0271 to register or for Art and his wife Gloria emigrated from the United
additional information. Your assistance wil Kingdom to the US in 1967. They liked what they saw
be greatly appreciated. here and stayed. After job assignments in Portland, OR,
Danville, IL, and Greenville, NC, Art retired from NACCO
Materials Handling Group in 2003. Retirement gave him
the opportunity to spend more time with his family and
to pursue his interests that include dancing, antique
cars, bicycling and kayaking.

Sunday, February 26, 2006- Neusiok
Trail Day Hike, Croatan NF. The Neusiok
Trail runs for over 20 miles in the eastern
portion of the Croatan National Forest
between the Pinecliff Recreation area along
the shores of the Neuse River to Oystar
Point in the salt marshes of the Newport
River. We will hike the northemmost, seven-
mile section of the Neusiok, one of the most
scanic trails in Eastarn NC. This section of
the traill winds through pinefhardwood
upland forest, cypressfpaimetto swamp and
sandy shoreline along the Neuse River. As
we hike, we will leam about what makes the
various ecosystem of the Croatan special.
The frail is moderate in difficulty. Wear
water-resistant shoes and bring a lunch.

Art's interest in Sierra Club was sparked by Doreen
Livermon, who encouraged him to come to a Slerra Club
program featuring Paul Ferguson, author of a book on
paddling in Eastern NC. Art states that Gloria is his only
true passion, but he is wvery concerned about
uncontrolled urban sprawl and pollution issues. Those
issues become very clear to him when he paddles here
in NC and encounters so many nitrogen-enriched green
lawns on the side of riverbanks and large amounts of
trash in the water.

Art's interest in Sierra Club is driven mostly by the

Meet at the JCPenney parking lot in opportunity to meet so many people with similar
Greenville at 815 a.m. or at the trail head on . interests. Recently Art has volunteered his time to
the Minnesott Ferry Road at 10:30 am, Call Aﬂ' La nngSh coordinate the Cypress Group's outings program by
Ginny Kloepfer at (252) 321-3814 for taking on the responsibilities as Outings Chair.

additional information and to register.

March Program by Dr. Stan Riggs Also To Be Held in New Bern

At the March meeting topic will be "Coasts in Crisis” presented by Dr. Stan Riggs. Disfinguished Research Professor of Geology at
East Carolina University. Dr. Riggs is a dynamic speaker with a special talent for explaining geological processes in non-technical
terms. His presentation, "Coasts in Crisis,” will be based on his soon-fo-be published book of the same name. Incorporating more
than three decaodes of scienfific study, this book s an effort to educate citizens and political leaders about how human
manipulation can significantly affect the way coastal ecosystems evolve. Atlendees should come away with a clearer
understanding of the conilicling demands for coastal resources that cause these manipulations and of the aclions our policy
makers need fo take to contral these conflicts.

Due to the popularity of his previous presentations, Dr Riggs has agreed fo give his talk on this timely topic in both Greenville and
New Bern. The New Bern presentalion will be held on Thursday, March 9, at Ominger Hall at Craven Community College. The
Greenville presentation will fake place at our regular March meeling. Both presentations will start at 7:30 p.m. and will be
followed by an informal receplion with light refreshments.

The Cypress Group of the Sierra Club has organized the presentations by Dr. Riggs. The Pamlico-Tar River Foundalion (PTRF), the
Morth Carolinag Coastal Federation, and the Neuse River Foundation are co-spansoring organizations,












