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3«* " March Program: EXPLORE, ENJOY AND PROTECT THE PLANET

Thursday, March 9, 2006, 7:30 pm, Orringer Hall, Craven Community College
800 College Court (off Glenburnie Road), New Bern, NC

Monday, March 13, 2006, 7:30 pm, Unitarian Universalist Congregation
131 Qakmont Drive (opposite Gold's Gym), Greenville, NC

Coasts in Crisis
Presented by Dr. Stanley Riggs, Professor of Geology, East Carolina University

Or. Riggs is a long-time Sierra Club member and a Distinguished Research Professor of Gealogy at East = .
Carolina University. He is 2 dynamic speaker with a special talent for explaining geological processes in
non-technical terms. His presentation "Coasts in Crisis" will be based on his soon-to-be-published book
of the same name.

Incorporating more than three decades of scientific study, this presentation is an effort to educate
citizens and political leaders about how human manipulation can significantly affect the way coastal
ecosystems evolve. Attendees should come away with a clearer understanding of the conflicting
demands for coastal resources that cause these manipulations and the actions our policymakers need to
take to control these conflicts.

Or. Riggs is a coastal and marine geologist who has been doing research on modern coastal systems
since 1964, His areas of research include the inland riverine environments, and estuarine and barrier
island systems. His areas of interest lie in sedimentation, coastal and mineral resources, and their inter-
relationship with the development of human civilization.

Due to the popularity of his previous presentations, Dr Riggs has agreed to give his talk on this timely
topic in both Greenville and New Bern. Both presentations will be followed by an informal reception with
light refreshments.

The Cypress Group of the Sierra Club has organized the presentation by Dr. Riggs. Pamlico-Tar River
Foundation, the Morth Carolina Coastal Federation and the Neuse River Foundation are cosponsoring
organizations.

OVERFLOW PARKING: We anticipate a large crowd for the March program and parking could be a problem. We have received
permission to park in front of Qakmont Health Foods Store on Charles Boulevard, Please feel free to park there.

Cypress Group Service Outings - Volunteer Opportunities

Tuesday and Wednesday, March 14 & 15, 2006 — Goose Creek SP Service Profe . The Cypress Group will continue to help the staff of
Goose Creek SP to build a new trail in the park. We will also help to maintain the butterfly garden in front of the Environmental Education
Center. If you can help, come either Tuesday or Wednesday or both. While the park has some tools, bring a grass rake or loppers. Help in the
morning only or bring a lunch and continue until 3 pm. Meet in the JCPenney parking lot off Charles Blvd. in Greenville at 8:15 am or at the
park headquarters at 9 am. Pre-registration is appreciated, but not required. Contact Herb Carlton at (252) 756-0271 to register or for
additional information. Your assistance will be greatly appreciated.

Saturday, April 1, 2006 — Highway Clean-up . Our spring clean-up falls on April Fool's Day so we would appreciate your help in removing
litter dropped by foolish people! Meet at the Dollar Store parking lot opposite Pitt-Greenville Airport on Memorial Drive at 10 am. Vests, gloves
and trash bags will be provided. Contact Herb Carlton at (252) 756-0271 for more information.

Saturday, May 13, 2006 — Tar River Clean Sweep . We will join with Pamlico-Tar River Foundation staff and members on this service
project. Details will follow in upcoming newsletters.

Directions to Unitarian Universalist Congragation: If you are approaching Greenwville from the south on NC-43 crass Firetower Road (Bell's Fork
Shopping Center), proceed approximately one mile. Turn left onto Oakmont Drive immediately after you pass the Kangaroo Express service statfon on
your left, Look for the U-U Church on your night,

All programs and activities of the Cypress Group are open to the public. You do not have to be a member to attend.




FROM THE CHAIR: Building North Shore Road Still A Hot Issue
by Bill Kloepfer

The DEIS (Draft Environmental Impact Statement) for the Fontana Lake Morth Shore Road in the Great Smoky Mountain
National Park has been released for public comment. This is a project that the NC Sierra Club has opposed for a long
time.

The issue started in 1943 when the Federal Government agreed to build a new road along the North Shore of Fontana
Lake in Swain County to replace a county-financed road that had been flooded by the then newly-constructed Fontana
Lake Dam. The replacement road turned out to be extremely difficult and environmentally damaging to build. Work was
permanently halted in 1962 after a Park Service study concluded that damage to the landscape and to park values would
be so severe that continued work on the road was indefensible. At that time only seven miles of the projected length of
37.5 miles had been built.

In the ensuing years very little happened and the road issue appeared to be dead. In 2000, plans to complete the road
were unexpectedly revived when Representative Charles Taylor secured a $16 million congressional appropriation for
work on the road.

The recently released DEIS includes an alternative of settling the government's obligation by paying $52 million to Swain
County as compensation for not building the road. This is the only alternative in the EIS that makes environmental or
fiscal sense. The road would be extremely environmentally damaging and doesn't really go anywhere. It would cut a
permanent gash through a large pristine area of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. The $590 million projected
cost of the road could certainly be spent much more wisely such as funding the National Park Service's maintenance
backlog. Most local residents and the Swain County commissioners agree and are in favor of the cash settlement.

The NC Sierra Club is seeking to get as many comments as possible submitted on the DEIS supporting the cash
settlement alternative. Additional information and links to other sources are available on the Cypress Group web site
(http:/ www.nc.sierraclub.org/cypress). Comments on the DEIS can be submitted electronically by using the link on the
MNC Chapter web site. If you prefer to send your comments by mail, the address is shown below. Copies of your e-mail or
letters should also be sent to your congressional representatives urging them to not fund this wasteful and
environmentally damaging project.

Morth Shore Road Project, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, P. O. Box 30185, Raleigh, NC 27622

Support NC Chapter March Appeal
by Ginny Kloepfer, Chapter Treasurer

foundations and is usually restricted to specific public education
projects. That means we have to raise 15 percent or more of our
funds from Sierra Club members in North Carolina like you and me.

Soon you will be receiving a solicitation in the mail from the Sierra
Club's North Carolina Chapter asking you to donate money.

How is this request for money different from others that you
receive from Sierra Club? Donations received from members support the NC Chapter's work
lobbying in our state legislature to pass bills that help improve North
Carolina's environment and the health of our citizens and
communities. These funds also help us defeat bad bills that would

harm our environment. Convincing our legislators to pass important

This solicitation is coming from the North Carclina Chapter of the
Sierra Club, and 100 percent of your donation goes to work right here
in Morth Carolina. The March Appeal is the only time each year that

the NC Chapter can raise funding from its entire membership. The
Chapter volunteer leaders are asking every North Carolina member
to give some amount in answer to this appeal for funds.

How will these funds be used?

The NC Chapter supports five professional staff members who spend
their time working on conservation programs for the state. The staff
members have worked with chapter volunteers on such projects as
leading the push for passing the Clean Smokestacks Act, convincing
city governments to buy hybrid cars, and pushing for passage of The
Million Acres Bill, which called for the conservation of one million
acres of MNorth Carolina land for public use. The Chapter staff and
volunteers want to continue to work on such issues and need fresh
funds to do so.

Why are funds needed?

Less than 20 percent of the Chapter's funds come from your annual
dues. Approximately 65 percent comes from various non-profit

environmental legislation is some of the most important work the
Chapter does. The Sierra Club's ability to lobby our elected officials is
one reason many of us have become Sierra Club members.

As members of the Sierra Club, we need to support the NC Chapter's
environmental initiatives. If you previously have never sent a
contribution to the NC Chapter, please consider sending at least $10
this year. If you have supported the Chapter previously, thank you so
much and we hope you can be more generous with this year's
contribution.

Please make your checks payable to: NC Chapter of the Sierra Club
and mail them to: 112 S. Blount Street, Raleigh, NC 27801

If you prefer credit or debit card donations can now be made by
visiting http://www.nc.sierraclub.org.

Contributions and gifts to the Sierra Club are not tax-deductible as
they support our effective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying
efforts.



NOTE: In order to parficipate a Serma Club cuting, you will need fo sign a fabiify waiver, [f you would lke foread
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Saturday, March 11, 2006 — Goose Creek Birding Hike. It's the end of the winter season, so join Ranger Curtis Dykstra as he leads a final "Birds of Winter”
hike. The hike will be on the Palmetto Boardwalk Trail. Species that may be seen include woodpeckers, kinglets, Winter Wrens, Hermit Thrushes, Yellow-
rumped Warblers, Common Yellowthroats, Eastern Phoebes and hopefully many more. A special treat may be hearing some of these northemn breeders singing
as they warm up for later in the spring. Bring binoculars (if you have them), lunch and wateridrinks, good walking shoes, and dress for the weather. After the
"Birds of Winter" hike with Curtis, we will continue beyond the Palmetio Trail to Ivey Gut, Flatty Creek trails. Call Ernie Marshall at (252) 758-0077 for
additional information and to register.

Saturday, March 18, 2006 - Little Contentnea Creek Paddle. Join John and Mancy Bray and co-leader Art Langrish for a paddie trip down Little Contentnea
Creek to join the main branch of Contentnea Creek to Grifton. This is rated as an easy 9-mile paddle, with mostly farmland and undeveloped property,
complemented by stands of cypress trees. Leamn how this creek has been saved for recreational use through responsible upstream wastewater managemeant
and also a little about local Tuscarawas Indian history. Call John or Nancy Bray at (252) 746-4494 for a reservation and directions to the launch site. Bring
lunch and a lifejacket with your cance or kayak,

Sunday, March 19, 2006 - Medoc Mouniain Hike . Medoc Mountain reaches a height of anly 325 feet and is not really a mountain but a ridge of granite.
This ridge is near the fall line separating the coastal plain from the Piedmont. Join us for an easy 5-mile day hike to explore and leamn about the ecology of the
eastern Piedmont and to experience a relaxing day in the woods. We will also learn how Medoc Mountain was named. Meet at 8:30 am at the JCPenney
parking lot in Greenville or at 10 am at the park office. Call Ginny Kloepfer at (252) 321-3814 for additional information and to register.

Saturday, April 15 — Blounts Creek Paddle. This will be an easy, upstream paddle from Cotton Patch Landing with abundant waterfow! to identify and only
limited development along the banks. \Water conditions allowing, we will leam about North Carolina's Civil War history as we paddle up an old canal into the
Mill Hole, site of a significant confrontation in 1853 during the siege of nearby Washington. Cotton Patch Landing does have a 32 launch fee, but offers
restroom facilities. Trip starts at the launch site. For reservations and information, call Buster Thompson at (252) 322-5423. Bring your life jacket, bug
spray, kayak or canoe and lunch.

Sunday, April 23, 2006 — Cool Springs Environmental Center. Join us for a tour of this 1700-acre fract of natural and managed forest Iocated on the
Meuse River just 15 minutes west of New Bern. Site naturalist Jeff Hall will be our guide. The Cool Springs Mature Center is managed by Weyerhauser
Corporaiion as a demonstration forest intended to show forest management practices that protect natural habitat while providing a sustainable supply of
forest products. Forestry is a major economic driving force in eastern North Carolina and Weyerhauser is a major land owner and land manager. We will
view some excellent examples of mature coastal ecosystems. The high guality of the native forest types present at Cool Springs has been recognized by
the NC Coastal Land Trust, You can preview the trip by legging onto the website: http:/fwww.coolsprings org, Sierrans in the vicinity of Greenville will mest
at 10:30 am in the JCPenney parking lot on NC-43. Other participants can join the group at Askin Road on US-17, 7 miles NW of Bridgeton at 11:15 am.
will proceed on to Cool Springs for a picnic
lunch (bring your own) at the shelter on
the Swift Creek beginning about noon. The

hike will begin at 1 pm. (This outing

replaces a similar outing originally VOIU nllleer I grew up with military parents although both of my
scheduled for last fall) Limit is 20 parents are from Greenville. I moved around a lot as a
participants. Registration required, Contact H child, and attended 12 schools from kindergarten to my
ouling leaders Vince or Ann Bellis at Pro 'Ie senior year in high school. I am a nurse and work as a
252-758-1979 or corgys@earthlink, net patient representative at PCMH. I have also worked as a

Spanish interpreter for years.
Saturday, April 29, 2006 - Lake
Waccamaw Paddle . See April newsletter When I am not working, 1 enjoy spending a lot of time
for details. Karen Mills with friends and family. I enjoy reading, cooking and
being outdoors. Most of my friends consider me a little
Saturday, May 6, 2006 — Spring Creek eccentric because I don't have a TV or a home
paddie . See April newsletter for details. = ‘ ' computer. I spend a lot of time taking care of my birds.
I take in unwanted birds (mostly cockatiels and
parakeets). I try to find homes for the tame birds, which
\ leaves me with all the misfits. My birds are not locked
up in cages (I have a bird room). Right now I have 14
birds and two cats. I am also the secretary of FROGGS
(Friends of Greenville Greenways).

Sunday, May 7, 2006 - Painted Bunting
Field Trip. If you have never seen a
Painted Bunting, you are in for a big treat.
You will be struck by their awesomea beauty.
The male Painted Bunting's briliant colors
of red, blue and grean are amazing. Coma
join us on a field trip in search of this
beautiful bird, We will visit four well-
documented nesting areas including Fort
Macon, Beaufori-Morehead airport, Bogue
Inlet Point and Topsail Island. We will also
leam more about the environment in which
they live. Meet us at 7 am at the Greenville
JCPenney parking lot or at Unien Point

I joined the Sierra Club because I have always had a
passion for nature -- even as a young child I worried
about man's impact on nature. I enjoy the speakers and
admire our group's individuals who are able speak so
eloquently about issues they are passionate about.

Editor's Note: Currently Karen has volunteered to be
the Cypress Group's Secretary. She has also been
Park in Mew Bern at 8 am. Bring binoculars, bringing homemade cookies to our monthly meetings,
insect repellent and a bag lunch. Call Ernie ||| i i) and I am sure everyone who has had an opportunity to
Marshall at (252) 758-0077 or Ginny attend those meetings would like to thank her for the
Kloepfer at (252) 321-3814 for additional delicious treats.

information or to register.













