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April Program: EXPLORE, ENJOY AND PROTECT THE PLANET

Monday, April 10, 2006, 7:30 pm, Unitarian Universalist Congregation
131 Qakmont Drive {opposite Gold's Gym), Greenville, NC

The Who, What, When and How of Finding Fossils in Eastern NC
Presented by George Powell Jr., Amateur Palentologist

In Paleontology circles, Eastern NC is well known for its abundance of fossils. (No, we're nof talking about the Cypress Group *0ld Guard™!!) As evidence
of this, the nearby Aurora Fossil Museum houses a wide variety of fossils discovered in Eastern NC, including an intact 1,000, 000-year-old walrus skull,
Megalodon shark teeth and bones, a mastodon tusk, and, of course, more kinds of shark teeth than you care to think about. Eastern NC is said to be the
fossil Mecca for relics from the Miocene and Pleistocene eras. Rumor has it that one of our popular kayakers even discovered a mammoth bone while
diving in Brice's Creek. |s this true, Buster?

At our April meeting, amateur paleontologist George Powell Jr. will be conducting the Cypress Group's first-ever Prehistoric Road Show. Not only will
George be presenting some of his own specimens, he will examine and try to identify fossil specimens that are brought to the meeting. We dare you to
try to stump George, whom we consider to be unstumpable. George will also be discussing the geological history of Eastern NC, what types of unique
fossils can be found here, and how one goes about amateur fossil hunting, including the ethical responsibilities associated with collecting.

Qur presenter, George Powell, Jr., has a varied background. He's been a postal worker, a retired fireman, and a self-educated amateur paleontologist
who has one of the most extensive private fossil collections in Eastern NC. He has lectured with scientists, presented at universities and currently gives
tours at PCS, one of the best fossil-collecting sites on the east coast. Among his many other qualities, George has a keen sense of humor that he'll bring
to the meeting along with some of his collection. This meeting will be a great opportunity to find out what's in your backyard?

South Tar River Greenway Design Team Announced Goose Creek State Park's
The City of Greenville has awarded a contract to Stewart Engineering, . lnternatn?naf

Inc. to design the South Tar River segment of the Greenville Greenway Migratory jB'rd Day
System. This segment will connect the Town Commons with an area just Festival

west of US-264 where it will link to the existing frail in Green Springs Saturday, April 29, 2006
Park. This addition will more than double the existing greenway 6 am - 4:30 pm

mileage.

. . . Celebrate the annual trek of millions of songhirds from
The new section will run along the south bank of the Tar River for nearly their tropical homes fo their summer breeding grounds!
two miles and will incorporate large areas of open space that came | [™s festival is one of the main events for Goose Creek

. . . . State Park during th d is lots of fun for all !
under city control following the Hurricane Floyd flood. Paddle trail M‘?J:-”:; Wmiwfﬁgjﬂ J-fm%; ij-rd”_':ef;;;d ;ig:

landings, family picnic sites, and a nature trail under Spanish moss- games, craffs and programs for everyone from intense
festooned trees are potential enhancements to this section of the Dl'rie_firf_or‘:fﬂghfs Jﬁ'ogf_ﬂg fm’ha fUJ?Cdar Oru[{ The fésg'#ahf

15 mgniignre ¥y a girg-a-thon Lampenton, m waic
Greenway system. teams, from beginner to advanced, compete for prizes by
_ ) ) ) attempting fo identify as many bird species as they can
Stay tuned for announcements of public meetings with the design team during the day. This annual festival is frae fo the public.

and for ways to make suggestions concerning how the greenway trail Contact Goose Creek State Park for more information:
should be dyeueloped 9 . g ! (252) 923-2191 or goose.creek@nemail.nef

Direclions to Unitarlan Universalist Congregation: If you are approaching Greenville from the south on NC-43. cross Firefower Road (Bell's Fork
Shopping Center), proceed approximately one mile. Turn left onto Qakmaont Drive immediately after you pass the Kangaroo Express service station on
your left. Look for the U-U Church on your nght.

All programs and activities of the Cypress Group are open to the public. You do not have to be a member to attend.




FROM THE CHAIR: National Forest Land For Sale

by Bill Kloepfer

The federal government recently released details of a plan to sell
off 307,000 acres of National Forest lands. This would be the
largest sale of federal lands in over three decades. Under this
lan, North Carolina would lose almost 10,000 acres of
orestland, the most of any southeastern state. Included in the
sale would be 895 acres in 19 separate tracts in the Croatan
National Forest. In the central part of the state, the Uwharrie
National Forest would lose five percent of its total acreage.

The justification for the sale is to raise $1 billion. The ¥ "=~ >~ o -.==
administration says that without these funds it will be unable to * SOMEDRY, SON, NONE.0F THE Wil BE YoRs..”
continue an existing program that provides financial support for
rural schools and roads. This seems to be a case of confusing the
issue by pitting two unrelated issues against each other. Whether
the operations of the federal government should by paid for by selling assets is unrelated to
whether or not money should be spent to help rural communities with schools and roads.

Cartoon from the Wilderness Society

Many officials in our state, including the governor, are opposed to this plan. Rapid growth in North
Carolina is making open space an increasingly scarce commodity. The state is in the middle of a
10-year plan to preserve an additional one million acres for its citizens and for future generations.
Selling land that is already preserved seems extremely counterproductive.

A number of the tracts selected for sale in the Croatan National Forest have significant value, One
of them contains an active red-cockaded woodpecker colony. Several others provide significant
buffers along tributaries of the White Oak and Newport Rivers. Some of the tracts are isolated, but
it would be much better to use them to trade for other parcels that would help consolidate the
forest. Acres that are sold today will cost much more to replace in the future.

The 30-day period for public comments on this proposed sale ends March 30, which is before most
members receive their newsletter (it will be available on the web site before that). Comment
periods are often extended. Congress must also vote to approval this plan before it can be
implemented. Writing your congressional representatives is another effective way of expressing
your opinion. Senator Richard Burr is a member of the Senate Committee considering this issue.

Comments can be submitted by sending e-mail to SRS_Land_Sales@fs.fed.us by fax to (202) 205-
1604 or by regular mail to USDA Forest Service, SRS Comments, Lands 45, 1400 Independence
Ave. SW., Mailstop 1124, Washington, D.C. 20250-0003.

Save the Date!

Here's your chance to rock the State Capitol and promote the NC Sierra Club's pricrity issues!
What: The Annual NC Sierra Club Lobby Day
WHEN: Wednesday, June 7, 2006
Who: Youl! It doesn't matterif you're a novice or expert,
we'll provide everything you need to make it a successful day!

Here's the perfect opportunity to take the day off, come to Raleigh
and see your friends in the Sierra Club while making a difference!




NOTE: In order to parficipate a Siema Club oufing, you will need to sign a fability walver. If vou would ke to read
o copy of fhe waiver prior fo the outing. one s avaiable ot @ Atfp:www sierociulb. cngfourmgsfchopfafﬁwmsf
or call the Oufi Chair. As courtesy fo the Inp leoders and due fo limited space ond resowces on some frips,
piease register with the frip leader pricr ?o gaing on any frips.

NOTE: In case of inclement weather or cancellation of a fnp, the p leader will confact sgned—up participants
andfar be at the dejc:»arlure site to announce cancellafion. All rips sfart ot the "frall head." Nonmembers are
welcome to olfend all Siema Club Outings,

Other North Carolina Sierra Qutings:

M N G S http:/ /nc.sierraclub.org/outings/index.htmi

Saturday, April 1, 2006 = Highway Clean-up. Qur spring clean-up falls on April Fool's Day so we would appreciate your help in removing litter dropped by
foolish peopla! This clean-up is in conjunction with the City of Greenville's Spring Clean-up, Meet at the Dollar Store parking lot opposite Pitt-Greenville
Airport on Memorial Dive at 10 am. Vests, gloves and trash bags will be provided. Contact Herb Carlton at (252) 756-027 1 for more information.

Saturday, April 15, 2006 = Blounts Creek Paddle. This will be an easy, upstream paddle from Cotton Patch Landing with abundant waterfow! to identify
and only imited development along the banks, Water conditions allowing, we will learn about Morth Carolina's Civil War history as we paddle up an old
canal into the Mill Hole, site of a significant confrontation in 1863 during the siege of nearby Washington, Cotton Patch Landing does have a $2 launch fes,
but offers restroom facilities. Trip starts at the |aunch site. For reservations and information, call Buster Thompson at (252) 322-5423. Bring your life
jacket, bug spray, kayak or canoe and lunch

Sunday, April 23, 2006 — Cool Springs Environmental Center. Join us for a tour of this 1700-acre tract of natural and managed forest located on the
MNeuse River just 15 minutes west of New Bem. Site naturalist Jeff Hall will be our guide. The Cool Springs Nature Center is managed by Weyerhauser
Corporation as a demonstration forest intended to show forest management practices that protect natural habitat while providing a sustainable supply of
forest products. Forestry is & major economic driving force in eastern North Carolina and Weyerhauser is a major land owner and land manager. We will
view some excellent examples of mature coastal ecosystems. The high quality of the native forest types prasent at Cool Springs has been recognized by
the NC Coastal Land Trust. You can praview the trip by logging onto the website: hitp:/www. coolsprings.org. Sierrans in the vicinity of Greenville will mest
at 10:30 am in the JCPenney parking lot on NC-43. Other participants can join the group at Askin Road on US-17, 7 miles NW of Bridgeton at 11:15 am.
We will proceed on to Cool Springs for a picnic lunch (bring your own) at the shelter on the Swift Creek beginning about noon. The hike will begin at 1 pm.
(This outing replaces a similar outing originally scheduled for |ast fall. ) Limit is 20 participants, Registration required. Contact outing leaders Vince or Ann
Bellis at 252-758-1979 or corgys@earthlink.net

Saturday, April 29, 2006 — Lake Waccamaw Paddle. Join us for a paddling trip on Lake Waccamaw near Whitewille, NC, and an unusual learming
experience. We will join Mike Campbell of the NC Wildlife Resources Commission and focus on alligators and the abundant bird life. You will need to bring your
own canoe or kayak with its safety equipment. This is rated an easy tnip on flat water. Participation is limited, so contact fnip leader Art Langrish soon at
aglangrishi@earthlink.net or 252-757-3185 to hold a spot,

Saturday, May 6, 2006 — Spring Creek paddle. Long-time Sierra Club membar John Hinners will guide a paddling trip on Spring Creek near Oriental. We will
enjoy pristine water and have the opportunity fo leam about the area's bird life. The frip should be considered easyimaderate, with options to avoid open water
in the event of a strong wind. Bring your kayak or cance with safety equipment. There is a paddle shop in Oriental, should you be looking for a rental boat.
Contact trip leader Rieh Murphy at rich2079@hotmail.com or 252-746-8715 to reserve a place,

Saturday, May 13, 2006 — Painted Bunting Field Trip. If you have never seen a Painted Bunting, you are in for a big treat. You will be struck by their
awesome beauty. The male Painted Bunting's brilliant colors of red, blue and green are amazing. Come join us on a field trip in search of this beautiful bird. We
will visit well-documented nesting areas including Fort Macon SF, Beaufort-Morehead airport, and Hammaocks Beach SP. While we are at Fort Macon, we will
meet with Ranger Randy Newman to leam more about the environment in which they live. Meet us at 7 am at the Greenville JCPenney parking lot or at Union

2= \folunteer

binoculars, insect repellent, and a bag
lunch. Call Ernie Marshall at {252} 758-
0077 or Ginny Kloepfer at (252) 321-3814

I have always loved nature, particularly walking through
the woods, even though | grew up in a working class

for additional information or to register.

Sunday, May 14, 2006 — Turkey Quarier
Island Canoe/Kayak Outing. Join us for
this first-time-offered outing around the
perimeter of Turkey Quarter Island in
Craven County. Turkey Quarter Island is a
1,468-acre nature preserve which s
bordered on one side by the Neuse River
and the other by Turkey Quarter Creek. The
istand is abundant with wildlife including
beavers, otters, deer and many species of
birds. Meet at Shell Landing off SR 55
(Turkey Quarter Creek Road) at 10:30 am
or at Union Point Park in New Bem at 9:30
am. For more information and to register
please call John Ackermann at 252-514-
2859 on or before May 12,

Saturday, May 20, 2006 - Tar River
Clean Sweep. We will join with the
Pamlico-Tar River Foundation staff and
members on this service project Gloves,
trash bags, and good company will be
provided. If you are able to help, please call
Herb Carlton at (252)756-0271 or Art
Langrish at (252) 757-3185 for additional
information. Let us know if you are able to
bring a kayak, canoe, or other small boat.

Profile

Sylvie Henning

neighborhood of Cleveland's ethnic inner city. My
family, under my mother's influence, regularly spent
Sundays in the "Emerald Necklace" of parks that ring
that city. She had been an avid hiker in her native
France and named me Sylvie because of her love of
the forest.

When my husband and | moved to Vermont more than
twenty years ago, we decided to plant as many trees
on our property as we could and allow the land to
return to wildlife habitat. We also became involved with
conservation efforts and land use issues. VWe set up our
small town's recycling program, for which we were
recognized by the Vermont Leqgislature.

| was appointed to the ECU faculty and moved to
Greenville in 1997, Soon after, | joined the Sierra Club
because of its many interesting outings. A knee injury
curtailed my hiking for several years, | have recently
returned to working for the Sierra Club as the Cypress
Group's Membership Chair and member of its ExCom. |
have decided to devote more time and energy to
ecological issues and public policy. I'm increasingly
concerned with how humans can relearmn ways to live
within their environment in harmany with the rest of the
natural world,













