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3’ June Program: EXPLORE. ENJOY AND PROTECT THE PLANET

- 30th Annual Bath Picnic!

Sunday, June 11, 2006, Earl Trevathan's Back Creek Retreat

It's hard to believe that we've been celebrating our annual Bath picnic for thirty years! What wonderful memories this tradition brings. If you've never
been to Earl's Bath cottage before, we hope you'll be able to join us for one of the Cypress Group's favorite events (our holiday party and the PTRF
Oyster Roast are others). All you need is a covered dish -- a dessert, meat or vegefable. The Cypress Group will provide plates, utensils and soft drinks.

Other details:
Attire is “laid back” (includes bathing suits). Kayaks or canoes will just add to the fun. See yo U
Guests are welcome -- feel free to invite a friend or friends, even if they're not from Eastern NC. at the

picnic!

Oh yeah, the map:

S OF
)
Directions
to the
Trevathan
Cottage

-- From the North Carolina Division of Public Health

What Fish Are NOT Safe To Eat?

Most fish are good to eat and good for you -- high in  AVOID fish that are HIGH in mercury including:
protein and other nutrients and low in fat. But some

kinds of fish contain high amounts of mercury, which ~ Almacojack King mackerel “*Blackfish (bowfin)
can cause health pro%lems in people, esypecially Banded rudderfish Ladyfish ::Calfls_h (caught wild)
children. People should avoid eating those fish. To help Canned white albacore tuna L|tt|e_ tunny Jack fish (chain pmkerell}
you make the healthiest choices, North Caroling's ~ ©0oPia Marlin Largemouth bass (statewide)
Division of Public Health offers the following advice: Orange roughy Shark , Warmouth

Crevalle jack Greater amberjack ~ Spanish mackerel

South Aflantic grouper Swardfish Tilefish

Women of childbearing age, pregnant women, nursing
mothers and children under age 15 should NOT eat fish  Tune (freshifrozen)

that are high in mercury. All other people should only  **High mercury levels have been found in these fish caught south & east of
gat 1 serving per week of fish that is high in mercury. Inferstate 85.

Directions to Unitarian Universalist Congregation. If you are approaching Greenville from the south on NC-43, cross Firetower Road (Beill's Fork
Shopping Center), proceed approximately one mile. Turn leff onto Oakmont Drive immediately after you pass the Kangaroo Express service station on
your left, Look for the U-U Church on your nght,

All programs and activities of the Cypress Group are open to the public. You do not have to be a member to attend.




FROM THE CHAIR: Is Ethanol the Answer?

by Bill Kloepfer

As gasoline prices continue to increase, we are hearing more news stories and commercials promoting the
use of ethanol as a renewable alternative to petroleum-based gasoline. Ethanol is already used as an
oxygenation additive (replacing MBTE) in the gasoline sold in many of our metropolitan areas during the
summer. Additional amounts, up to 10 percent, can be blended into gasoline without any adverse effect on
existing automobile engines. Four states have already passed laws mandating this practice. With relatively
minor modifications, gasoline engines can be manufactured that are capable of running on gasoline blended
with up to 85 percent ethanol. These are the flex fuel vehicles (FFV) that American car makers, particularly
GM, are promoting heavily.

The possibility that we can generate clean, environmentally-friendly motor fuels from renewable agricultural
crops is a very welcome idea. It has obvious benefits for both drivers and farmers.

The reservations that I have about embracing ethanol as a solution to our energy problem are based on
concerns about the amount of energy that it takes to make ethanol. A frequently-cited study by professors
from Cornell and the University of California (Dr. Pimentel and Dr. Patzek) suggests that the benefit of using
ethanol is actually negative (i.e., the process of making ethanol takes more energy than is available from
the end product). Other studies cited by the American Coalition for Ethanol (the ethanol industry trade
organization) are more positive. A University of California study claims a 34 percent energy gain for ethanol.
A US Department of Agriculture study claims that corn-based ethanol provides a 20 percent net energy gain.
Other studies predict that higher efficiencies are possible if crops other than corn (currently the primary fuel
crop in the US) are used.

Making an informed decision about the benefits of ethanol is very difficult. The organizations that are
championing the increased use of ethanol (the corn growers association, the ethanol industry trade group,
and the automobile companies) have a vested interest in using ethanol. Under the CAFE {Corporate Average
Fuel Economy) rules, flex fuel vehicles are credited with getting markedly better gas mileage than they
actually do. This lets car companies continue to promote the large, heavy, and inefficient vehicles that have
been a significant source of profit in the past. Government policy seems to be moving toward embracing
ethanol as an alternative fuel. Is this happening because it is a good idea, or because lobbying by the
ethanol industry is overly influencing our elected officials?

If ethanol is a good idea, it is, at best, only part of the solution. Our national energy policy needs to begin
with conservation and use ethanol as part of a more comprehensive plan. I hope that the energy policy the
national Sierra Club is currently developing addresses this issue clearly so we can move forward with
confidence toward better energy solutions.

Mercury Emission Hearing Set for Greenville Area

Mercury is a potent toxin that is capable of damaging the neurclogical development of children who are exposed
in the womb or as young children, The EPA estimates that 70 percent of the mercury emitted in North Carolina
comes from our 14 coal-fired power plants, North Carolina can stop mercury pollution at the source by requirnng
coal-fired power plants to implement stronger pollution controls, However, earlier this year, the NC Environmental
Management Commission [EMC) proposed a weak standard for the control of North Carclina's mercury problem.

The EMC and state legisiators need to hear that the public is concerned about the emission of mercury into our air
and ultimately into our food chain. The Environmental Management Commission is holding a series of public
meetings to allow citizens to comment on the proposed Clean Air Mercury Rule (CAMR).

One hearing will be held in the Greenville area on June 8, 2006 at 7 pm at the Leslie Building, Room 143, Pitt
Community College, in Winterville, NC. Anyone interested in making a comment on these rules is invited to attend
the public hearing. If you wish to make a comment, you will need to submit a written statement to the EMC for
inclusion in the record of the hearing.

Prior to the hearing. members of the Cypress Group and PTRF will hold a meeting on Thursday. June 1. 2006 at 7 pm
at Sheppard Memorial Library in Greenville. At this meeting, attendees can learn more about the risks of eating
mercury-contaminated fish and the proposed Clean Air Mercury Rule.

If you cannot attend these meetings but would like to comment on the proposed CAMR rules, send your comments
by June 30, 2006 fo your state representative or fo Mr. Thomas C. Allen, Division of Air Quality, 1641 Mail Service
Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-1641 or by email to thom.allen@ncmail.net


















