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j'sEPtember Program: EXPLORE, ENJOY AND PROTECT THE PLANET

Monday, September 11, 2006, 7:30 pm, Unitarian Universalist Congregation
131 Oakmont Drive (opposite Gold's Gym), Greenville, NC

Kilowatt Ours, A film by Jeff Barrie

Kitowatt Qurs is an award-winning film produced by Jeff Barrie about the problems the Southeast faces due to the area's dependency on
coal for supplying electric power. The film opens with Vice President Dick Cheney's energy policy speech in which Cheney makes the claim
that America needs nearly 1900 new power plants in the next 20 years to meet projected electricity demands.

From here, filmmaker Barrie takes viewers on a journey from the coal mines of West Virginia to the solar panel fields of Florida as he
discovers solutions to America's energy-related problems.

Along the way, Jeff and his wife Heather share a plan to eliminate their use of coal and nuclear power at home by employing energy
conservation, energy efficiency, and renewable energy sources. Through their experience, viewers discover how they too can save
hundreds of dollars annually on energy bills and use a portion of the savings to purchase renewable energy.

Kilowatt Qurs invites viewers to help build a Net-Zero nation by conserving energy to the greatest extent possible at home, then using
clean renewahle energy to provide the electricity used. Using technologies available in retail stores today, most homeowners can do this
affordably. If done right, a Net-Zero home will save you hundreds of dollars annually.

Jeff Barrie is a passionate environmentalist, and his passion comes through in his film. Every viewer will come away from his film with
knowledge not only about how to conserve energy in his or her own home, but also how we--as a community, state and nation--can do more
to ease the high cost of energy, both monetarily and environmentally.

Jeff Barrie also tours the nation lecturing about saving the Arctic National Wildlife Preserve from oil exploration. Last year he stopped in
Greenville to meet with Cypress Group members about the perils of allowing drilling in the last remaining wilderness in Alaska's North
Slope. We welcome Jeff back to the Cypress Group even though this time it is through his film,

OUTINGS REPORT:
Pettigrew State Park Service Outing

by Ernie Marshall, Trip Leader

Richard Barmore, Elizabeth White, Art Langrish, Herb Carlton, Bill All, and Ernie
Marshall participated in the Service Quting June 19 and 20 af Pettigrew State Park. We
worked on restoring a section of the Bee Tree Trail, 1.3 miles of trail from the Family
Campground to Bee Tree Overlook on Phelps Lake.

Part of the trail had been badly damaged in the process of constructing a "fish ladder”
to enable herring and other anadromous fish again to enter and exit the lake for
spawning via Bee Tree Canal, The restored trail will include a foot bridge across the
fish ladder and an interpretive sign or kiosk. The group made significant progress on
the project, and park staff expressed gratitude for our help. Definitely worth the sweat
and deer flies!

We also got in some time for hiking and other fun. Some of us went to the south side of the lake to explore the park's Pocosin area and to bird watch.
(Elizabeth saw a Glossy Ibis, her first!) Bill All shared dazzling views of Jupiter and five of its moons, a globular star cluster in the constellation Hercules,
and other celestial marvels, through his very impressive telescope.

Directions to Unitarian Universalist Congregation. If you are approaching Greenville from the south on NC-43, cross Firetower Road (Bell's Fork
Shopping Center), proceed approximalely one mile. Turn left onto Oakmont Drive immediately after you pass the Kangaroo Express service station on
vour left. Look for the U-U Church on your nght.

All programs and activities of the Cypress Group are open to the public. You do not have to be a member to attend.




FROM THE CHAIR:
The Cypress Group Represents More Than Just Greenville
by Bill Kloepfer

Members of the Cypress Group come from a large area covering 23 ccunties in northeastern North Carolina. Sometimes
we near concerns that the activities of our Group are focused too much en Greenville and not enough on other areas.
This is a legitimate concern that is even expressed by some Greenville members.

The recent Lobby Day event is an example of how this happens. Qur delegation went to Raleigh representing the entire
Cypress Group, but ended UF meeting only with representatives from districts that include Greenville or nearby areas.
This happened because legislators are more available and willing to listen when approached by their constituents. All of
the Lobby Day participants were from Greenville. The representatives we met with naturally become the ones we work
with to support the issues that are important to us.

A similar situation happens with our other activities such as outings and the newsletter articles. Most of our outing
gaders_l?n%_newsletter contributors are from the Greenville area. Even though it is not deliberate, this often results in a
reenville bias.

The obvious way to improve this would be to have more involvement with members from outside our home area. This
may be harder to do than it is for someone living near Greenville and maybe it is not what members who live a great
distance away are looking for,

At the very least, we want to make sure that the Group is open to the input and involvement of all of our members, If
ou are interested in being more involved in legislative issues, outings, the newsletter, or any other club activity or just
ave ideas as to how we can be more inclusive of members from outsde the Greenville area, we urge you to contact us

by e-mail at cypress@sierraclub-nc.org or by phone at (252) 321-3814.

Progress on Hog Waste Lagoon Operations

by John Ackermann, Coastal Issues Chair

In Eastern North Carolina, where hogs greatly outnumber peogle the lagoon and spray field systems used to dispose of
hog waste have been causing serious problems for our watersheds for many years. Recently, the Neuse River Foundation
(NRF) and the Waterkeeper's Alliance reached a landmark agreement with Smithfield Foods. This legal consent agreement
institutes a comprehensive program of technology and inspections that should go a long way to mitigate the negative
environmental impact from the waste lagoon operations. In a recent statement about the potential of this agreement, Larry
Baldwin of the NRF notes, *This agreement is a positive step for the Neuse and all rivers in the State of North Carolina. Our
hope is that the rest of the industry will follow this example.”
Legislature Passes

Under terms of this settlement more that 250 facilities will be required to institute
the following measures to improve the operation of their hog waste management Landfill Moratorium
kRecently the NC legislature approved

systams:

the Landfill Moratorium, giving North
Carolina the ability to place a 12-
month hold on the mega-landfills
wanting to locate in our state. These
mega-landfills would turn NC flom a
net exporter of waste to the fourth
largest importer of waste in the nation.
Some of the mega-landfils were
proposed for counties in Eastem NC,
including Camden and Hyde counties.

o Develop a comprehensive groundwater risk-ranking system

o Conduct a comprehensive two-year monitoring program at selected facilities to identify
and evaluate the impact of enhanced structural management practices.

o Develop and implement a technology-driven system, utilizing National Weather Service
date, to predict weather conditions that are unsuitzble for spraying animal waste.

© Shut down irrigation spraying equipment when wind speeds reach 15 mph.

o Spend 1.2 million to upgrade pollution control technology on its NC hog oparations

Failure to comFIy with the terms of the consent decree can result in significant
monetary penalties for Smithfield Foods.

Hopefully, this settlement is only an interim measure until the lagoon/spray systems

can be eliminated entirely. As part of another legal agreement, research into
alternative waste management systems has been underway for the past five years.
This research, funded largzly by the hog industry, has identified technologies that
are 2nvironmentally superior and economically feasible for any new hog operations.
Once a technology has been identified that is economically feasible for existing
operations, all hog farms covered by this agreement will have to convert to the new
systams within three years,

Environmental Defense, the lead environmental organization for this agreement,
and Front Line Farmers, a group of independent hog farmers, have proposed an
early conversion program to get a critical mass of new systems in place. This plan
involves providing financial assistance to a limited number of farmers to install and
operate the new technologies. A bill to implement this plan has been introduced in
the Legislature by Rep. Carolyn Justice (R-Pender].

The North Carolina moratorium on new and expanded hog operations that has been
in effect since 1997 will expire in 2007. Environmental groups such as the Sierra
Club are asking for a permanent ban on any new lagoons and spray fi2ld systems
because better waste systems are available and affordable for new operztions.

During the moratorum, officials of our
state will cok at issues surounding solid
waste, including: waste reduction
methods. design and operaofional
requirements for landfils, the effects of
placing landfills in envirenmentally
sensitive areas, local intrastructure
considerations, and more aggressive
recycling requirements. Also included
in the legdislation is the establishment of
the Joint Select Committee on
Environmental Justice whose goal is to
examine why landfills are
disproportionately proposed for low-
income and minority areas in our state
and impact of landfills on these
communities.

This is @ HUGE win for the environment!



NOTE: In crder to porficipofe o Siero Club oufing, you will need fo Sl?r? < fiabiity waiver. If you would like fo read
o copy of the waiver prior fo the outing. one s avaiable ot : hitp:/iwww.siemociub.. grg.-’oufmgsfchupfa'ffwmsf
or call the Outings Chai. As courfesy fo the frip leoders and’ due to limited space o

resouces on some fﬂp&.
piease register with fhe frip leader pricr fo going on any irips.

Other North Carolina Sierra Outings:

O U T I N G S http://nc.sierraclub.org/outings/index. html

i OUTINGS SUBMISSIONS: Do you have a favorite outing you'd like to share with your Sierra friends, but are
concerned about leading the trip? Contact Art Langrish at artlathome@earthlink.net and we will try to make
it a reality.

The Cypress Group -- the local affiliation of the Sierra Club - holds outings of various kinds during the year to which all people
are invited. Qutings range from easy or strenuous hikes to brcyc.'e tnps to kayakmg and canoeing trips. Please register in

advance so that the trip leader can notify you of any cancell d by ir t ther or other reasons. All trips start
at the “trail-head"” or launch point and end at the trail end or take out point. Non bers are to attend all Sierra Club
outings.

Scheduled Outings with Environmental Learning Opportunities

Sunday, September 24 — Warbler Hike at Goose Creek State Park. Enjoy the beginning of fall weather and the peak of fall
migration for song birds by joining us on an invigorating hike at Goose Creek State Park, 10 miles east of Washington, in
Beaufort County. Meet at the Visitor/Environmental Education Center at 10 AM and start the hike from there. We'll do the
Palmetto, Ivy Gut, and Goose Creek trails, ending up at the swim beach. We'll car shuttle back to the Visitor Center to keep the
hike to 5 miles, Bring a bag lunch, water, bug spray and binoculars (if you have them). Wear clothes suitable for the weather
and good walking shoes. Goose Creek is the top-rated park in the NC system for environmental education, so come ready to
learn about nature in eastern NC. Dogs on a leash and children are welcome. Call Ernie Marshall at (252) 758-0077 to
register.

Saturday, October 14, 2006 — Tenth Annual Trent River Canoe/Kayak Trip & Open House. Join us for this popular
annual event, which includes two paddling options on the Trent River near New Bern in Craven County. Launch at the
Pollocksville park boating access and paddie 7 miles on sheltered water to River Bend, or launch at Tar Landing in River Bend
for a shorter outing on more open water anytime during the event. The afternoon social starts at John Ackerman's home in
River Bend at 2.30 PM and includes hors d'oeuvres, seafood delights, John's famous red cabbage and beverages. Call John
Ackerman at (252) 514-2899 by October 12 to register and for directions.

Please mark the following events on your calendar. Details will be included in upcoming newsletters:
Saturday, November 11 — Rocky Mount hike and Imperial Center (admission charge) visit with Art and Gloria Langrish.
Learn how a scenic riverside trail can be developed through an urban area and how an interesting museumn complex has been
built in a former tobacco processing factory.

Sunday, November 19 — Paddle down Gardner Creek through Devil's Gut and along the Roanoke River to Jamesville in

Martin County with Buster Thompson.
NEUSIOK TRAIL WORK DAY(S)

November 4 (maybe 5 too), 2006
5 miles east of Havelock on NC 101

Help improve the longest hiking trail on the Coastal Plain between Norfolk

Sunday, November 26 — Mattamuskeet Refuge
gf‘ke |i1n Hyde County with Ernie Marshall and Grace
mith.

Service Outings/
Volunteer Opportunities

Thursday, September 14 — Hwy. 11 Service
outing. Our ‘end of summer” cleanup to pick up
unsnghtly litter dropped by inconsiderate drivers on
Hwy. 11. Meet at the Dollar Store parking lot opposite
the Pitt-Greenville Airport on Greenville's Memorial
Drive at 9 AM. Gloves, vests, trash bags,
refreshments, and a good cause provided. Call Herb
Carlton at (252) 756-0271 for more information.

Saturday, October 7 — Big Sweep Day. Join with
thousands of other North Carolinians to help clean up
our watersheds. Information on NC Big Sweep can
be found at www.ncbigsweep.org. Call Herb Carlton
at (252) 756-0271 for more details.

and Charleston. The Neusiok Trail in the Croatan Mational Forest is a
favorite of the Cypress Group with nearly annual hikes scheduled thereon
for the last two decades. One of the joys and beauties of the Neusiok Trail
is the numerous undeveloped wetlands along its corridor. The flip side is
that the admittedly interesting bogs and swamps can make hiking
sometimes uncomfortable and, worse still, hikers damage the wetlands by
churning the peat soils and destroying vegetation in efforts (usually
fruittess) to preserve dry feet. The Neusiok is a major link in the
Mountains-to-the-Sea Trail. At this official Mountains-to-the-Sea Trail
Workday, we will be constructing approximately one-quarter mile of
elevated walkway to ease hiking and to protect a non-riverine hardwood
swamp. Join workers from across the state in this fun and meritorious
endeavor. Materials are provided through grants from the NC Adopt-a-Trail
Program and the American Hiking Society. All skill levels are welcome and
useful. A luncheon for workers will be hosted by the Carteret County
Wildlife Club. For more information contact Sue or Gene Huntsman at
(252 447-4061 after August 24, feeshdr@starfishnet.com or John Anema
at (252) 531-8959.












