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eptember Program: EXPLORE, ENJOY AND PROTECT THE PLANET

Monday, October 9, 2006, 7:30 pm, Unitarian Universalist Congregation
131 Oakmont Drive (opposite Gold's Gym), Greenville, NC

Sylvan Heights Waterfowl Center: A Unique Avian Eco-Adventure

This program is co-sponsored with the Greenville Bird Club

Along with the Outer Banks and Lake Mattamuskeet, the Sylvan Heights Waterfow! Center has the potential to become another nationally-
known treasure located in Eastern North Carolina. Carolina Field Trips magazine named Sylvan Heights Waterfow! Center to the list of top-
15 North East North Carolina fieid trip destinations. The Sylvan Heights Waterfow! Center operates the world's largest conservation
program for waterfow! in the country, including many rare and endangered species. The breeding preserve in Scoffand Neck, North
Carolina, is now home to 170 species of birds -- more than half of the world's known species of ducks, geese and swans, along with
cranes, pheasants, parrots, and many other birds.

The mission of the Sylvan Heights Waterfow! Center is focused on the conservation of birds, especially the world's rare and endangered
waterfowl. Several projects have been designed fo increase bird populations within their natural habital. Eggs produced in the Sylvan
Heights Avian Center were provided to local reinforcement programs for the release of frumpeter swans and the North American Black
Duck. Biologists from around the world seek the consultation and cooperafion of the center on a wide variety of conservation programs.

At our October meeting, Brent Lubbock will be telling us about the unique eco-adventures that are offered by the Syivan Heights Waterfow!
Center. We'll also be hearing about the grand opening of a new and exciting mission at Sylvan Heights that will provide conservation-
oriented programs and a new Avian Breeding Center that will be opening on an adjacent 18-acre property owned by the North Carolina
Zoological Society. The goals of the Sylvan Heights Waterfow! Center are to become the premier waterfow! conservation center in the
country, capable of evaluating and developing global conservation actions, and to develop a network of institutions inferested in
cooperative research, education and planning. This is a program that promises to be of interest to all birders and outdoor persons.

On Saturday, October 14, 2006 John Anema will lead an outing to the Sylvan Heights Waterfow! Center. See the listing on the Outings page
of this newsleiter,

Welcome New Cypress Group Members!

Dianne Adoms Dovid & Gloria Drown Bill Hug Melinda Mogowski
Stevens Adams Denise Edwards Kimberly Johnson Ruth Morin
Timothy Arn Downeva Evans Eloine Jones Charlene Morrs
Al hwtrey Delight Foroh Martha Jordan Rhonda Morris
Jan Baldwin Florence Fauber F. Poul Kopinos Lynn & Tom Nash
Richard Barmore Becky Fields Lavra Lodwig Debra Neff
T. Baxter Terry Flanagaon Marginette Lassiter Lani Nelson
Elizabeth Boyd Ralph Gale Mr. g Mrs. J.E. Louve Suzy Noble
Jeanne Brown Chuck Grant Cordy & Robertf Lavery thary Nolen
Patricia Caiozza Bill Grav Barbara Lowrence Mara Olson

Eileen Cello Martha & Randy Hoberstumpf Gina Leggeft Ronald D. Patchett
Rebecca Clark Wilbur Hancock Otis C. Lynn Sug Potrick

Neil Cohen Corl Hartsfield William Martin Charlotte Poole
Richard Collmann Tim Hickman Mary Ann Mason Gyangyi Quin
ghﬂlaCCoToper Denise Hoed| Teresa Moson

. M. Curtice Dagmor Holliday William McDode
Mary F. Davidson Walter M. Honea Richard McGavern The Cypress Group
Wendy Davis Stephen Hotchkiss Beify McKissack now has

Fae Deaton Cynthia Hoyt Robert K. Meadows 1086 members.

Directions to Unitarian Universalist Congregation: If you are approaching Greenville from the south on NC-43. cross Firetower Road (Bell's Fork
Shopping Center), proceed approximately one mile. Turn leff onto Oakmont Drive immediately after you pass the Kangaroo Express service station on
wour left. Look for the U-U Church on your right.

All programs and activities of the Cypress Group are open to the public. You do not have to be a member to attend.




FROM THE CHAIR:
Landfill Moratorium Deserves Our Support
by Bill Kloepfer

At least six new landfill projects have been proposed for North Carolina. Four of these landfills would be located in our
coastal plain and three of these would have the capacity to accept millions of tons of waste each year. Most of the
material that would go into these landfills would be waste that is barged or trucked in from other states. Once a mega-
landfill is licensed, it will operate for 30 or more years and would result in piles of refuge several hundred feet high.
These piles would dominate the flat landscape of Eastern North Carolina forever.

Many citizens have expressed serious concerns that North Carolina laws and policies are not adequate for dealing with
landfill operations on this scale. Near the end of the last session, the legislature took action and passed the Landfill
Moratorium Act. This bill establishes a 12-month holding period during which proposals for new landfills will not be
considered or approved. The moratorium bill requires the state to take actions in three specific areas:

1. The state's Environmental Review Commission will examine the existing regulations to ensure that the requirements
for desi%n and operation of landfills are sufficiently rigorous to ﬁrotect the public and the environment, The state must
have enforceable regulations in place to prevent the disposal of hazardous materials especially in the coastal plain where
the high water table raises serious concerns about ground water contamination. The Commission will also examine the
staffing requirements the state will need for the permitting process, for monitoring landfill operations, and for the
inspection of waste-hauling barges, railcars, and trucks.

2. A Joint Legislative Committee on Environmental Justice will be established to examine why so many landfills are
locating in MNorth Carclina, particularly in the poorest rural regions of our state. Are our laws too lax? Do we rely too
much on local regulation, which may not be consistent from one jurisdiction to another? Is the permitting process
rigorous enough and does it allow appropriate input from all interested parties? Do some of our poorer counties have
such pressing needs to fund infrastructure or education that they feel they have no other alternatives?

3. The Commission will also examine why we have so much trash in the first place. In 1989, North Carolina passed the
Solid Waste Management Act that established a goal of reducing the solid waste generated by each of our citizens by 40
lln_ercent by 2001. Instead of a 40 percent reduction, per capita solid waste has actually increased bg over 20 percent.

his per capita increase coupled with a rapidly growing population results in a huge mountain of garbage just from our
own residents. Clearly, we must do better.

The Landfill Moratorium bill was a_very Cpositiue step taken by our legislature to address a pressing problem.
Environmental organizations like the Sierra Club need to make sure that the state takes advantage of the opportunity to
strengthen our landfill regulations and address any potential environmental problems.

Cypress Group Members Attend SONAR Forum

by Art Langrish

The Cypress Group was well represented at the August 14 Public Forum on the proposed Navy SONAR Range. The event
was sponsored by the North Carolina Coastal Federation at Duke University's Marine Laboratory in Beaufort.

The Mavy has three proposed East Coast locations for active SONAR (Sound Navigation And Ranging) training in a shallow
water environment. The training is to help counter a growing threat from quiet, diesel-electric submarines. These
submarines cannot be readily detected with passive SONAR, which listens only for noise.

Active SONAR projects strong sound signals, which bounce back off hard objects, such as submarines. This SONAR will
allow anti-submarine ships and aircraft to detect more accurately the location of potential threats to our national security.
The project is subject to the National Environmental Policy Act.

The preferred Navy location is 50 miles off Jacksonville, NC. It would include a 600-square-mile electrical cable grid, which
is expected to develop a strong magnetic field. The Navy is projected to hold 160 training events per year and will deploy a
large number of sonobuoys dropped by parachutes. The Mavy does not plan to recover these parachutes.

The NC Coastal Federation stressed that the seminar was not an anti-range protest meeting. Its purpose was to allow
scientists in attendance to explain the possible impact on fish, mammals and the seabed ang to stress the need for the
Mavy to develop a comprehensive environmental impact study. The Coastal Federation stated that the Navy had not fully
utilized available professional expertise, had not worked with the Army Corps of Engineers for seabed and beach excavation
permits, and had failed to work with the State of North Carolina. Five representatives from the Navy who were expected to
attend the seminar cancelled their plans to attend.

The content of the presentation included demonstrations of how fish and mammals use and react to underwater sound and
magnetic fields and how the proposed range might impact their behavior. Experts sited a number of cases, where whales
and other mammals appear to have been harmed by the use of active SONAR. Migration through Onslow Bay could be
adversely irngacted, and sea turtle hatchlings could become disoriented by the magnetic field created on the seabed.
Parachute debris could also be a hazard for adult turtles, which may mistake the debris for jelly fish.

While the Navy must develop and maintain an effective defense shield for our nation, it also needs to understand the
environmental impact on the proposed range sites and, when possible, mitigate any adverse effects. We look forward to
reviewing the Navy's revised environmental impact response expected in January 2007.



NOTE: in crder to parficipate a Siera Club outing. you wil need fo sign a Nabiify waiver. If vou would like fo read
a copy of the waiver prior fo the outing. one & avaioble of : hifp:/iwww.siemaciub, Dlé’;.-"cuhngs!chap?erﬁorms.f
or call the Outings Char. As courtesy fo the frip leoders and "due lo limited space and resources on some frips,
please register with the frip leader prior o going on any irios.

Other North Carolina Sierra Outings:

O U T I N G S http://nc.sierraclub.org/outings/index. html

QUTINGS SUBMISSIONS: Do you have a favorite ouﬂrlg you d Ilke to share with your Sierra friends, but are
concerned about leading the trip? Contact Art Lang @ net and we will try to make
it a reality.

The Cypress Group - the local affiliation of the Sierra Club -- holds outings of various kinds during the year to which all people
are invited. Qutings range from easy or strenuous hikes to bicyc!e tnps ro kayakmg and canoeing trips. Please register in
advance so that the trip leader can notify you of any cancell. ther or other reasons. All trips start
at the “trail-head” or launch point and end at the trail end or rake out point. Nt."' s are to attend all Sierra Club

outings.

Service Outings/ Volunteer Opportunities

Saturday, October 7 — Big Sweep Day. Join with thousands of other North Carolinians to help clean up our watersheds.
Information on NC Big Sweep can be found at www.ncbigsweep.org. Call Herb Carlton at (252) 756-0271 for more details.

b

Scheduled Outings with Environmental Learning Opportunities

Saturday, October 14, 2006 — Tenth Annual Trent River Canoe/Kayak Trip & Open House. Join us for this popular
annual event, which includes two paddling options on the Trent River near New Bern in Craven County. Launch at the
Pollocksville park boating access and paddle 7 miles on sheltered water to River Bend, or launch at Tar Landing in River Bend
for a shorter outing on more open water anytime during the event. The afterncon social starts at John Ackerman's home in
River Bend at 2.30 PM and includes hors d'oceuvres, seafood delights, John's famous red cabbage and beverages. Call John
Ackerman at (252) 514-2899 by October 12 to register and for directions.

Saturday, October 14, 2006 — Tour of the Sylvan Heights Waterfow! Park. Participants will see a wide variety of waterfowl
including Coscoroba Swans and rare Orinoco Geese from South America, endangered White Winged Wood Ducks from
Indonesia, beautiful African Pygmy Geese, Pink-Eared and Freckled Ducks from Australia, as well as emus, toucans, parrots,
kookaburras, cranes and the world's largest —- Eurasian Eagle -- owl. And this is only a fraction of the birds living in at Sylvan
Heights! There is a $15 charge per visitor for this tour. Bring a bag lunch and your binoculars. We'll be eating at the picnic area
at the center. Those interested will meet at the JCPenney parking lot at 10 am. Call John Anema at (252) 355-5968 for further
information.

Saturday, November 4, 2006 — Neusiok Trails Work Day(s). Help improve the longest hiking trail on the Coastal Plain
between Norfolk and Charleston. The Neusiok Trail in the Croatan National Forest is a favorite of the Cypress Group with
nearly annual hikes scheduled thereon for the last two decades. One of the joys and beauties of the Neusiok Trail is the
numerous undeveloped wetlands along its corridor. The flip side is that the admittedly interesting bogs and swamps can make
hiking sometimes uncomfortable and, worse still, hikers damage the wetlands by churning the peat scils and destroying
vegetation in efforts (usually fruitless) to preserve dry feet. The Neusiok is a major link in the Mountains-to-the-Sea Trail. At this
official Mountains-to-the-Sea Trail Workday, we will be constructing approximately one-quarter mile of elevated walkway to
ease hiking and to protect a non-riverine hardwood swamp. Join workers from across the state in this fun and meritorious
endeavor. Materials are provided through grants from the NC Adopt-a-Trail Program and the American Hiking Society. All skill
levels are welcome and useful. A luncheon for workers will be hosted by the Carteret County Wildlife Club. For more
inforl)'nation contact Sue or Gene Huntsman at (252 447-4061 after August 24, feeshdr@starfishnet.com or John Anema at
(252) 531-8958.

Saturday, November 11 — Rocky Mount hike and Imperial Center (admission charge) visit with Art and Gloria Langrish.
Learn how a scenic riverside trail can be developed in an urban area and how an interesting museum complex has been built in
a former tobacco processing factory. For additional information or to register, call Art or Gloria Langrish at (252) 757-3185.

Sunday, November 19, 2006 — Gardner Creek/Devil's Gut/Roanoke River Paddle Outing. The Lower Roanoke River and
its tributaries offer a unigue wilderness experience for paddlers. Come with us to learn about this unique bottomland hardwood
swamp. We will see mistletoe, resurrection fern, and Spanish moss hanging from magnificent cypress and tupelo trees as well
as many animal species. On past trips, we have seen a variety of birds including egrets and ibises. We will paddle Gardner
Creek to Devil's Gut, then downstream to Jamesville. We will be paddling about 8 miles. Bring lunch, insect repellent, a change
of clothes and paddling gear including a PFD. For additional information and to register, call Buster Thompson at (252) 322-
5423,

Sunday, November 26, 2006 - Lake Mattamuskeet Refuge Hike . This trail will take us by the 153-acre Salyers Ridge
Natural Area, the largest grove of mature pines in the refuge. Every fall this area becomes the home to tens of thousands of
ducks, geese and swans. You may walk as little as 1.2 miles, or you may go around both impoundments for a 8-8 mile hike. We
will learn about the interesting natural and cultural history of Lake Mattamuskeet. Bring lunch, repellent and binoculars. Call
Ernie Marshall at (252) 758-0077 or Grace Smith at (252) 756-3905 for additional details and to register. This outing is rated
easy.












