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b __December Program:

Monday, December 11, 2006, 7:30 pm
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
131 Oakmont Drive (opposite Gold's Gym), Greenville, NC

31st Annual
Cypress Group
HOLIDAY PARTY &
COVERED DISH DINNER

Bring your favorite covered dish and your Holiday spirit.
The Cypress Group will provide plates, utensils and drinks.

GUESTS ARE

WELCOME!
Welcome New Cypress Group Members!
Hilary Anderson Amanda Drozdowski Virginia Mangum
John Arcara Cindy Dunn W. Mctadyen
Fichard Malloy Bomes  Leah Filomena Collasandra Michasls
Margaret Barnhort Don Finchom Eugens Moore. Jr.
Ella Roy Bates Gustav Gouss M. Moore &
John H. Belk Charles Gee Elizabeth Nelsen
Gene Bennatt Robert Gragy Tommie Colesby
Josephine Boyeite Donald Grim Ms J. Reeger
Joke Brondspigel Sheri Gunn Darothy & William Reist
Mary Bridges . lohn & Patricio Horesch Jade Reynolds
—_— Sl Marilyn Brown Steven Harrell Andrew San Juan
. " - C_?%e i? Corter Ehﬂlf} M ﬂil Darathy Satterfield
Jill Caster Ruth Hinvichs Mark Slocum
Henry Wheeler paddles the Trent. wmark Ciccarello loey Howel C. Edward Sharp
. . Ige Rev. F. Clarke Surc”ﬁ: '|JI"5..11C|£EI Faymand Shaw
. ara Craig Jonathan Joffin Berna Wade
Outings Report: Trent River Paddle  230%... i Walter tratran
Herbert Dail Elizabeth M, Liles Drake Weakley
Clinton Dodson Mary Maness

by Bill Kloepfer, participant

On Saturday, October 14, the tenth annual occurence of cne of cur most . . holi . I
popular cufings fook ploce. The doy started when a dozen kayaks were

launched from the public boat ramp in Pollocksville, marking the first year JI'ISt in tlme fOI' o 'da\’ glﬂs'
when there were no canoes in the group. We continued down the Trent River H

and amived af the takeout site after four hours of leisurely padding. On this The new Slerra CIUb
day the rver was parficularly isolafed, and we saw many more birds than
people. After the paddie, the day continued with a social event ot the home H

of John Ackermann. A number of people who were unable to paddie joined Calenda rs are ava | Ia ble_
the event at this point. The food was great and spending time talking with
ather Siera Club members is always fun. A highlight of the afterncon was .
getting to see o local newspaper arficle, complete with pictures, about the Ca" An n Be"|s at 758- 1979.
first Trent Paddle 10 years ago. We want to thank John for all the years he has
baen sponsorng the paddle, an event to lock forward fo every fall.

Directions to Unitarian Universalist Congregation: If you are approaching Greenville from the south on NC-43, cross Firetower Road (Bell's Fork
Shopping Center), proceed approximately one mile. Turn left onto Qakmaont Drive immediately after you pass the Kangaroo Express service station on
your left. Look for the U-U Church on your night.

All programs and activities of the Cypress Group are open to the public. You do not have to be a member to attend.




FROM THE CHAIR:

The NC Clean Water Management Trust Fund
by Bill Kloepfer

In 1996, the NC General Assembly created the Clean Water Management Trust Fund (CWMTF) in response to the public outcry over the

lluted condition of the Neuse River, The fund issues grants to local governments, state agencies and conservation non-profits to help
inance projects that specifically address water pollution problems. This includes projects to restore degraded waters, to protect
unpolluted waters, and to contribute to the acquisition of a network of riparian buffers and greenways for environmental, educational
and recreational benefits. Since its inception, the CWMTF has awarded 851 grants for a total of $655 million. These grants have
contributed to the protection of over 300,000 acres of land and 3,600 miles of riparian buffers. The CWMTF is one of the key sources of
financing for the NC Land for Tomorrow initiative, an effort to preserve permanently one million acres of the best lands in the state for
its residents and future generations.

An independent, 21-member Board of Trustees, appointed by the governor and the Legislature, is responsible for overseeing the
operation of the fund. The fund was created in response to an acute crisis. Considerable flexibility was deliberately given to the Trustees
so that the board would be able to use innovative and non-traditional approaches to addressing an almost overwhelming problem.

Last year the legislative appropriation to the CWMTF was $100 million. When this much money is available, a temptation will always
exist to try to divert some of it to infrastructure improvements or other projects that are outside the mission of the fund. Earlier this
year the fund was in the news because of accusations that some trustees were advocating actions that may have been motivated by
potential personal benefit. The governor and Iegi‘i“slative leaders responded quickly by encouraging the resignation of several trustees.
One of the replacement appointees was Chuck McGrady, a former national president of the Sierra Club who resides in western North
Carolina. The Executive Director of the fund is Bill Holman, the NC Sierra Club's first legislative lobbyist and the former head of DENR,
who has a solid reputation in the environmental community.

In the Greenville area, several challen%ers for legislative seats claimed the CWMTF was an example of corruption in the NC government.
More thoughtful scrutiny indicates that the MTF is an outstanding example of government responding to critical needs for
environmental protection. Any problems that did exist with the fund management were addressed quickly. While the public needs to
stay vigilant, the CWMTF still represents landmark legislation that is producing great benefits for the residents of our state.

Cypress Group Elections for 2007

The Cypress Group Nominating Committee is pleased to present for your approval the following slate of candidates who
have agreed to serve on our group excom for two years. Please vote your approval or you may vote for a write-in
candidate:

SPOUSE
PLEASE UOTE FOR FOUR (4): AGREE  AGREE
Jim Cooke (if member)
Jim is a first-time candidate for Cypress Group's ExCom. Growing up in Williamston, Jim was introduced at
an early age to fishing on the Roanoke River and he developed an appreciation for the natural surroundings. D D
As an ordained clergy person, he has come to view the natural world as gift to be used and cared for. The

Cypress Group has provided opportunities for him to continue to act on some of his convictions, along with
others who share a similar concern for living in harmony with the natural environment.

Jim Kenn

Jim is a first-tife candidate for Cypress Group's ExCom. He is particularly interested in the effects of
vehicular air pollution on the environment and the health of our children, Jim is an active member of the
Environmental Adwvisory Commission in Greenville and has become an active member of the Cypress Group
by attending Sierra Club Lobby Day and testifying at the mercury emission hearings.

Art Langrish

Art is a native of the UK who moved to the USA in 1968, He and his wife Gloria have lived in the Greenville
area for the past 14 years. He is a retired Mechanical Engineer, with strong interests in antique autos, dance
and kayaking. Art was appointed to the Ex-Com in 2005 and is currently serving as Outings Chair and as &
member of the Nominating Committee.

Robert Scull

Robert is also a first-time candidate for Cypress Group's ExCom. He has lived in New Bern, NC for the past

14 rears, teaching history, geography, political science and humanities courses at Craven Communitx

College. He doesn't really remember when he joined the Sierra Club, but it was probably one of the first

organizations he joined. For fun, he walks to work each day through the woods, jogs on the beach, kayaks

and hikes, but his favorite exercise by far is contra dancing. D

WRITE-IN CANDIDATE (PLEASE PRINT)

OO0 O O O

WRITE-IN CANDIDATE (PLEASE PRINT) D

Return your ballot by December 11, 2006, to: Cypress Group Elections, PO Box 401, Greenville, NC 27835




NOTE: in crder to parficipate a Sierra Club oufing, you will need fo sign o labiffy waiver. If you would like fo read
a copy of the waiver pricr fo the cuilnP, one i avaiable af @ ko .-’www.SIemucfub.Dlé’;.-"cuhngs!chap?erﬁorms.f
or call the Oufings Chai. As cauwresy fo the frip leaders and due fo imited space and resources on some fips,
please register with the frip leader prior o going on any irios.

Other North Carolina Sierra Outings:

O U T I N G S http://nc.sierraclub.org/outings/index.htmi

OUTINGS SUBMISSIONS: Do you have a favorite outing you'd like to share with your Sierra friends, but are
concerned about leading the trip? Contact Art Langrish at artlatt @earthlink.net and we will try to make
it a reality.

The Cypress Group - local affiliation of the Sierra Club -- holds outings of various kinds during the ’vaar to which all people are
invited. Outings range from easy or strenuous hikes to bicycle trips to kayaking or canoeing trips. Please register in advance so
that the trip leader can notify you of any cancellations caused by inclement weather or other reasons. All trips start at the “trail-
head"” or launch point and end at the trail end or take out point. ﬁnn-members are welcome to attend all Sierra Club outings.

Service Outings/ Volunteer Opportunities

Saturday, December 2, 2006 - Highway Clean-up Service Project. Join us for our fourth and final litter clean-up project for 2006, Please
participate! Meet at the Dollar Store parking lot opposite Pitt-Greenville Airport on Memorial Drive at 9 am. Gloves, vests, trash bags,
refreshments and a good cause will be provided. Call Herb Carlton at (252) 756-0271 for more information.

Scheduled Outings with Environmental Learning Opportunities

Sunday, December 10, 2006 - Aurora’s South Creek Paddle Outing in Beaufort County. Join this paddle trip with Pamlico-Tar
RIVERKEEPER® Heather Jacobs and members of both Cypress Group and the Pamlico-Tar River Foundation to see some of the wetland
areas typical of those proposed for mining by PCS Phosphate, Inc. The project is subject to approval by the Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE), with a public hearing December 14, 6:30 pm, Southside High School. Meet at the Chocowinity Food Lion on Highway 17 at 12:45
pm, or at the Aurora Wildlife Ramp at 1:45 PM. In the event of inclement weather, please check the Pamlico-Tar Paddlers website:
http:/igroups.msn.com/Pamlico-TarPaddlers or call Art Langrish. For more information or to register, please contact Art Langrish at (252)
757-3185 or by email at artlathome@earthlink.net.

Sunday, January 7, 2007 - Waterfowl Watching at Lake Mattamuskeet . Lake Mattamuskeet is the largest natural lake in North Carolina
and the winter home for tens of thousands of swans, geese and ducks. We will bird the Causeway, Entrance Road and Wildlife Drive, and
have lunch at the Refuge Headquarters. Around 1 pm we will be joined by Hyde County wildlife biologist, Kelly Davis, who will be leading the
main part of the trip to less accessible areas of the refuge where the best bird watching will be. Kelly will explain the role the area has as a
wildlife sanctuary for wintering waterfowl and help us leam about birds and bird habitats. Bring a lunch, binoculars and warm clothing. There
is a $5 van rental fee, Meet at 8 am. at the JCPenney parking lot in Greenville or at the first refuge road to your left about 1 mile north on
NC94 by 10 am. Space is limited to 17 people due to van capacity, so you must register. Call Ernie Marshall at (252) 758-0077 for additional
information and to register.

Saturday, January 20, 2007 - Pocosin Lakes NWR Wildlife Trip. Pocosin Lakes NWR is made up of 111,000 acres in Hyde, Tyrrell and
Washington counties. The refuge includes parts of three lakes-Phelps Lake, Pungo Lake and New Lake. In the fall, migrating waterfowl are
attracted to these lakes and thousands of tundra swans, snow geese and various duck species can be viewed here. This is an area without
roads or developed visitation areas and public access is difficult. Join Naturalist Wendy Stanton on a tour of Pocosin Lakes NWR and leamn
the importance this area has in maintaining a winter home for many bird species. For additional information and to register, call Emie
Marshall at (252) 758-0077.

Saturday, January 27: North Carolina M of N I Sci The Southeast's largest natural history museum, offering four floors of
exhibits showcasing North Carolina's rich natural diversity: Live animals, dinosaur and whale exhibits. Special astronomy program for this
1d. Free admi 1 and close proximity to the Museum of History for those, who wish to extend their visit. Bring lunch or eat in the
museum cafe. Depart from Greenville JCPenney (North side parking lot) at 8:30 am to meet at the Museum lobby in Raleigh at 10:30 am. It
will be a perfect "indoors” outing for a winter's day, with a great range of exhibits. Call Art or Gloria Langrish at 252 757 3185 or e-mail
artlathome@earthlink.net to register.

Sunday, February 25, 2007 - Neusiok Trail Day Hike, Croatan NF. The Neusick Trail runs over 20 miles in the eastern portion of the
Croatan National Forest between the Pinecliff Recreation area along the shores of the Neuse River to Oyster Point in the salt marshes of the
Newport River and is part of the developing Mountains-to-Sea Trail. We will hike the northernmost, seven-mile section of the Neusiok, one of
the most scenic trails in Eastern NC. This section of the trail winds through pine/hardwood upland forest, cypress/palmetto swamp and sandy
shoreline along the Neuse River. As we hike, we will learn about what makes the various ecosystems of the Croatan special. The trail is
moderate in difficulty. Wear water-resistant shoes and bring a lunch. Meet at the JCPenney parking lot in Greenville at 8:15 am or at the trail
head on the Minnesott Ferry Road at 10:30 am. Call Ginny Kloepfer at (252) 321-3814 for additional information and to register.

Sunday, March 18, 2007 - Medoc Mountain Hike. Medoc Mountain reaches a height of only 325 feet and is not really a mountain but a
ridge of granite near the fall line that separates the coastal plain from the Piedmont. Medoc Mountain is one of the least visited of the state
parks, but it is full of surprises, The park contains over 10 miles of inter-connected trails, and we will hike eight of them and learn about the
ecology of the eastern Piedmont. Wildflowers should be starting to bloom. Meet at 8:30 am at the JCPenney parking lot in Greenville or at 10
am at the park office. Call Ginny Kloepfer at (252) 321-3814 for additional information and to register.












