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EXPLORE, ENJOY AND PROTECT THE PLANET
=~ February Program:

Monday, February 11, 2008, 7:30 pm - Unitarian Universalist Congregation
131 Oakmont Drive (opposite Gold's Gym), Greenville, NC

NATURALISTS AFIELD IN SOUTH AFRICA

Presented by Ann and Vince Bellis
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SR Spring flowers in Namaqualand, protea

4 of Kristenbosch Botanical Garden, suc-
culents of the Little Karoo, elephants,
zebras and other wildlife in Kruger Na-
tional Park, purse-stealing baboons at
the Cape of Good Hope, and more!

Vince and Ann Bellis will share their
photos of a month-long “road trip” in
South Africa and help you understand
the fragile balance that threatens the
continent’s wildlife.

Volunteer Profile

by Andrea Langrish For over 25 years our featured volunteer, Susan Daughtry, has been an accomplished business
woman, owning and operating the Greenville Times for a quarter of a century and most recently
serving as the Marketing Director for ECVC. She is a Farmville native, lifelong resident of North
Carclina, and this month's featured person for our Volunteer Spotlight.

Susan is a firm believer in giving back to the community and has long had a passion for
volunteer work, since her teens. In high school she tutored younger children and as an adult
she has been a member of the Greater Greenville Kiwanis for over a decade. Susan has also
served on the executive boards of the Chamber of Commerce, the Convention and Visitors
Bureau, Crime Stoppers, Safe Communities Coalition Board, and Keep Greenville Beautiful.

In 2006, Susan spoke with Sierra Club members about the recycling work that she has been
invalved with at ECVC, and it was because of this meeting that Susan decided to begin working
with the Sierra Club regularly by becoming a member.

When asked what Susan loves most about Eastern NC, she replied, *I love Eastern NC because
of our *‘down homeness’.. It is kind of easy living. When I owned Greenville Times, my favorite
part {of work) was selling advertising because of the people I got to know and love.”

Susan continues her volunteerism through her work with Kiwanis, Keep Greenville Beautiful, and
now with the Cypress Group as the publicity chair, a position that is critical in promoting our
educational programs. We welcome Susan to her new role within the Sierra Club and thank her

Susan Daughtry for her work and dedication.

Directions to Unitarian Universalist Congregation: If you are approaching Greenville from the south on NC-43, cross Firetower Road (Bell's Fork
Shopping Cenfer), proceed approximately one mile. Turn left onfo ODakmont Drive immediately after you pass the Kangaroo Express service station on
your left. Look for the U-U Chorch on your nght.

All programs and activities of the Cypress Group are open to the public. You do not have to be a member to attend.




received donations from PCS Phusphate and individual contributors as well. Park management has been very successful in
recruiting organizations including the Hyde County Corrections Facility, Cypress Sierra and other groups, to maintain and
expand the trail system.

There are challenges. Budget pressures have caused a
reduction in staffing, but Superintendent Kelley Thompson and
her staff work hard to maintain the educational programming
and development of the park. Training is underway to facilitate
"controlled burns” of the undergrowth. Fire is a natural
process in woodlands, which richens the soil, benefits native
fire-resistant trees such as long leaf pine, and helps reduce
the risk of catastrophic burns. The most recent challenge has
been the drought, which has stressed many trees. Loblolly
pines have become susceptible to attacks by IPS Engraver
Beetles, which kill more pine timber in the South than any
other forest insect, with the exception of the southern pine
beetle. IPS beetles usually attack injured, dying or recently
felled trees and fresh logging debris, but soft wood trees
weakened by drought or lightning strikes are susceptible.

The picture shows typical damage. First signs of attack are
reddish-brown boring dust in bark crevices or reddish brown
pitch tubes about the size of a dime on the bark surfaces. If
the bark is removed, there are Y- or H-shaped egg galleries

with short Iarval gallerles extendlng perpendlcular to them The foliage of IPS-killed pines will eventually turn yellow, and
then red about the time the beetles complete development under the bark. Blue-stain fungi can be introduced when the
beetles attack the tree and can be visible in the sapwood. They hasten the death of the trees. Control measures are being
started, with the most successful approach being to log damaged trees and to either remove them for commercial use, or
cut the trunks into sections, which make the beetles susceptible to attack by predators.

The drought has also had an impact on the wildlife.Tadpoles have floundered in evaporating ponds, but that was a bonus for
the snake population! The Pamlico River and Goose Creek have seen increased salinity due to low river flow, and that has
brought dolphins up river and into Goose Creek.

To learn more about Goose Creek State Park, consider joining us for our February 16 hike, which is listed in the Outings
section of this newsletter, or contact the park headquarters on the web at http://www.ncparks.net/gocr.html or the office at
(252) 923-2191.















